The patient was put on emetine and given 6 daily doses of 1 gr. each. As he showed no improvement and the hepatic tenderness was extreme it was decided to explore him on the 17th July. A needle was pushed into the liver posteriorly in the post-axillary line and after some difficulty clear fluid, containing a powdery sediment, was withdrawn. As little fluid could be obtained in this way a lower rib resection was performed at the same spot. As there was still difficulty in locating the fluid the liver was incised and a finger passed in. To our surprise about 50 cysts varying in size from a pea to a tangerine orange were shelled out. The parent cyst occupied almost the whole of the right lobe of the liver. Microscopically the cysts were typical hydatids with scolices complete.
The cavity was drained, but for about two weeks pieces of the endocysts continued to appear through the drainage tube. The wound then healed up and the patient has made a complete recovery.
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